
DESTINATION PATHWAYS

Apprenticeship
College

Employment
University



APPRENTICESHIPS 
 (SKILLED TRADES)

• tool & die maker

• electrician

• automotive service technician

• chef

• hairstylist

• network cabling specialist

Over 150 careers in 4 sectors…construction, service, motive power and industrial



CERTIFICATION PROCESS

• can begin in high school (Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program - OYAP)

• most require the OSSD

• “earn and learn” on the job training

• 90% on-the-job learning & 10% in-school

• licenced employer trains you

• certification exam

• usually takes 4 years to complete

• You can apply to an apprenticeship/pre-apprenticeship program at a college 

or private colleges



Benefits of

Apprenticeship

Certification

Skills you can 

build on

Earn while 

you learn

Great Salary
Diverse job

opportunities

Entrepreneurial

opportunities

BENEFITS OF APPRENTICESHIP  

Scholarship 

Opportunities



BEGIN YOUR APPRENTICESHIP 
IN HIGH SCHOOL….

 ONTARIO YOUTH 
APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM

(CO-OPERATIVE EDUCATION)



IF INTERESTED, YOU WOULD NEED TO SELECT 4 CREDIT COOP FOR 
GRADE 12 AND IT WOULD HAVE TO SCHEDULED IN SEMESTER 2. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION ON 
APPRENTICESHIP

➢Your counsellor!

➢Co-operative Education Teacher

➢Network: Talk to people in the field

➢https://www.ontario.ca/page/skilled-trades

https://www.ontario.ca/page/skilled-trades


SAMPLE COLLEGE 
PROGRAMS

• dental hygienist

• computer engineering technician

• paramedic

• tourism and travel agent

• law clerk

• child and youth worker

• theatre arts performer

• practical nurse



ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

• OSSD

• Gr. 11 & 12 college/mixed/university prep 

courses for diploma and certificate programs

• Applied Degree programs ENG4U1 plus 5 other 

grade 12 U/M level courses

• Admission average is based on senior (gr. 11 & 

12) marks including program pre-requisites



PRE-REQUISITE EXAMPLES
• Grade 12 English mark is always used in the admission 

average and….

• Possible additional requirements for various diploma programs

 

➢Business…4C or 4U math

➢Computer Programmer…4C or 4U math

➢Fire Fighting…SCH3U or SCH4C, 4C or 4U math

➢Medical Technology…SBI3C, SCH4C, math



ADDITIONAL ADMISSION CRITERIA 

➢portfolio or audition

➢admission test (English, Math, Science)

➢interview

➢written profile

➢immunization or criminal reference check



WHAT ARE YOU WORKING TOWARD?

Certificate – 1 year

Diploma – 2 or 3 years

Applied Degree – 4 years 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikipedia-Degree.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


APPLICATION PROCESS

Apply on-line 
through the 

ontariocolleges.ca

Apply semester 1  
of Gr. 12

Colleges look at 
grade 11 & 12 

marks

Apply to up to five 
choices

No more than 3 
choices at one 

college

Acceptances sent 
out Feb. - May



WWW.ONTARIOCOLLEGES.CA



❑Faculty- the broad area of interest you want to study

❑Degree- is awarded when a student completes their 

university program

❑ Major & Minor– the specific courses you take 

related to your areas of interest

❑ Required Courses – must be included in your 

program

❑ Elective Courses – are courses that you can choose 

to complete your program

UNIVERSITY VOCABULARY



SAMPLE UNIVERSITY PROGRAMS

FACULTY MAJOR

• Arts………………….English

• Business…………….Accounting 

• Engineering……....…Mechanical

• Humanities……….….Religion

• Mathematics…………Statistics

• Fine Arts…………..…Music

• Science………………Biochemistry

• Social Science….…..Sociology

• Professional…………Medicine, Education



UNIVERSITY ADMISSIONS

•  OSSD

• SIX grade 12 university (4U) or 
university/college (4M) courses

• Specific subject prerequisites

• Supplemental applications



PRE-
REQUISITES 
EXAMPLES

Grade 12 English (ENG4U) is required for all 
programs

• Arts…

- ENG4U and next top 5 U/M courses

• Business…

- 1 or 2 grade 12 math courses (one should be 
Advanced Functions)

• Science.…

-usually at least 2 of the three sciences  (SBI4U, SCH4U, 
SPH4U)

-Advanced Functions

-many require Calculus & Vectors

• Fine Arts…

-audition or portfolio



REQUIRED VS 
RECOMMENDED

• Required: 

➢ you must have the course to be 

considered for the program

➢will be calculated in the average of 

your six

• Recommended: 

➢ a good idea

➢will not be counted if it is not in 

your top six

➢may need upgrading course in 

university



APPLICATION PROCESS

Apply on-line to the Ontario Universities’ Application Centre 
(OUAC) 

Apply by early January of Grade 12

Begin with 3 program choices

Early conditional offers may be based on grade 11 marks 

Regular offers are based on grade 12 marks (first semester 
final 2nd semester midterm)



WWW.OUINFO.CA



YOU CAN ALSO 
CONSIDER…

• American institutions

 usually require SAT or ACT

        

• Private college

 usually more expensive

• Out-of-Province

For these you apply 

individually….check requirements!



ONTRANSFER.CA



MYBLUEPRINT.CA



LET’S TALK 
$$$$$$$$$

• Average tuition for one year of 

college in a diploma program

• $4 000 to $5 000

• Average tuition for one year of 

university in a regular degree 

program

• $8 000 to $12 000

• Residence (room and meals)

• $ 10 000 to $12 000

+ books, transportation, entertainment, 

etc.



HOW CAN 
YOU PAY 
FOR IT?

• Savings & Investments

• Scholarships

• Automatic and application

• OSAP

• Ontario Student Assistance 

Program 

• Loan and bursary
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